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CONVEYING REWARDS TO THE 
DECEASED 

(ISAALESAWAAB) 



by M- Aqib Fariil Qatlri 



PREFACE 

Allnli - in Ihe mime of- Hit Most Gracious, Ihc Most Merciful. 

All Praise to Allah, the Lord Of The Creation, and countless 
greetings of peace and blessings upon Ihe Noble Messenger of 
Allah, the Last Prophet, our Master, - Prophet Mohammed 

A common practice in the Ahle Sunnah is thai of performing good 
deeds on behalf of deceased persons, especially parents and other 
near & dear ones. This practice is evidenced from the sacred texts 
and traditions of Islam 

However, since the udveni of heretic groups, a vehement campaign 
has been lodged against this firmly established Islamic practice, by 
terming it "Un-lslamic", "bad innovation' (Bid'at), "forbidden" 
(I laraam) Simple Muslim folk are boing misguided about this and 
prevented from committing good deeds. 

t 

The fallowing ailicle will make it amply clear thai Ihe praclico is 
not only good, but beneficial to all Various references have been 
cited from the Holy Qur'an and Ahadccth, which arc our guiding 
lights. 

I pray that Allah, the Supreme, may accept this humble offering. 
Aameen. I dedicate the reward that Allah may wish to bestow, 
upon my Master the Holy Prophet Mohammed (pence and 
blessings be upon him), to all the Prophets, to the entire Muslim 
nation - and among them particularly lo Shaykh Abdul Qadir 
Jilani, Imam Ahmed Raza Khan, my Shaykh and guide Syed 
Abdul Alccm Qadri (May Allah he pleased with them all), and to 
my parents (may Allah have mercy upon ihcin the way they 
nurtured me in my infancy) and lo all the Shuyukh of the Qadri / 
N'aqshbandi / Chishti / Suharwardi orders. 

Readers are requested to pray for my salvation and for the 
salvation of the entire Muslim nation, 

Mohammed Aqib Qadri 



Allah - in Ihe name of - the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. 






At the outset please know, that in Islam, death is not perceived as an end 
of life It is just the end of the worldly existence as wc witness ii. and the 
beginning ofa new existence, in which the soul experiences a new world 
called "Barzakh " The soul may experience this new life with or without 
its original body, according to its own rank allotted to it by Allah the 
Almighty, the Supreme. There are too many proofs from the Holy 
Qur'tiu and Hadeeth (Holy Prophet's Traditions) regarding the above, and 
warrant an extensive article on the same. Bui llial is not the question 
here. 

Tile question that some people ask is that ir a person is dead, can wc 
increase its status or docreasc its toimcnt by conveying rewards of OUR 
deeds? 

It is the consensus of the Sahaba, Ihe earlier Ulema, and the latter ones 
that the above is (a) Effective and that (b) tt is certainly permissible, in 
fact meritorious, to do so 

If one wants to convey the reward of one's recital of Holy Qur'an, 
charity, Nafil Salaat (Non Obligatory), fasts and good deeds, llajj, 
Linrah etc., then one should convey it to the virtuous soul of our beloved 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), one's relatives, and all 
the Muslim men and women All of them will receive the same reward 
without any deduction; the one who has carried this out will also receive 
the same rewaid without any loss. It is also valid to convey ihe reward to 
(he living persons. (Falawa Shami). 

Before we back up the above statements with several proofs from the 
Holy Qttr'an and Hadeeth, we should, as a nutter of justice, look into (he 
objections brought against the above belief. 

Those Who abject to (his act. cite the following verse from the Holy 
Qur'an: 



"Anil /hill man will not obtain anything except what he strove for?" 
(Najm 53:39) 

They allege that die above verse clarifies that none t>r our deeds can 
benefit one who has passed away Such a view is incorreel Firstly, this 
Avail exhorts people to remember that good deeds will bring good results 
and evil deeds, an evil result, So they must always persist is seeking 
good. And that that they must not simply depend on olhcr people's 
prayers Secondly, most scholars are of ihe opinion that the message in 
this verse is abrogated by tlic verso: "And those who believe ami whose 
families folttm< them in Faith, — to them We shall join their families: 
nor shall We deprive them of the fruit of anything of their works: yet 
each Individual is in pledge far his deeds" (Toot 52:21)." 'Iliis verse 
eulers the children into Paradise because of the righteousness of the 
pjuenls. 

They also cilo a famous Hadeeth from Muslim Shared": - 

Abu lluraira (Allah be well pleased with him) reported Allah's 

Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him) as saying: When a man 

dies, his acts come lo an end, but llncc, recurring charily, or knowledge 

(by which people) benefit, or a pious son, who prays for him (for the 

deceased). 

Please closely examine ihe above Hadcclh. The words say "his acts" 
(except three) come to an cud. What comes to an end, Ihen, is ihe 
deceased person's own actions. This does not mean Ihat a dead person 
does not benefit from anything else. He cannot increase his own reward 
by any new act (even if he prays or docs Zikt in Ihe grave, as proven 
from various Hadeeth). But his reward can go on increasing because of 
the prayers of his son. 

"Inc above Hadeeth therefore cannot be quoted in support of the 
argument that our actions cannot. benefit those who arc dead. In fact, it 
supports ihe case for conveying rewards to the dead!. 

Also note that the actions and beliefs of uono else than the beloved Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) arc proof of their wrong 
opinion. And alsq against their narrow minded opinion arc the actions 



anil beliefs of none else than (lie great Sahaba (Allah be well pleased 
with them). 

Having negated the objections, we bring forth for your perusal several 
proofs from the Holy Qur'an and Haded h supporting the aet of 
conveying rewards to (boss who passed away bcfoie us. 

A. PROOFS PROM HOLY QUR'AN 

Verse I 

And those who came after /hem say, "O our Lord! /•'waive us, and our 
brothers who accepted faith before us. mid do not keep any malice in 
our heart* towanh the believers - O our Lord/ indeed You only are the 
Most Companionate. Mo\l Menifuf. ". (Ilashr 59:10) 

Note (hat ihc above verse is a veiy strong evidence of the practice of the 
Sahntoi, which wai so loved by Allah ihnt it is part of the Holy Qur'an 
Why would die Sahaba pray for the deceased people if their prayer was 
of no benefit? And to top it all. Allah the Almighty has approved and 
praised dicir action! 



This, verso says thai children will he admitted into Paradise because of 
Ihc righteousness of the parents, 

Verse 4 

And lower your whin humbly for them, with tneny, and pray. "M± 
U>r& Have mercy on them both, the way they nursed me when I was 
young-" (Bud Israel I7;2d) 

This verse U in Tact a command from Allah for all believers to seek 
mercy lor their parents. So what is your opinion? Will not die command 
of Allah hold any benefit for Ihc deceased parent?? It certainly docs. 

Also note that there are several oUier verses from the I Inly Qur'an that 
tench us to piny, and the prayer includes all Muslim brothers it sisters 
(living, passed away or set to be borne) 

Readers arc requested to reflect on the fact that the above vciscs are part 
of Ihc Holy Qur'an - they ore read perhaps millions of limes every day 
nil over the world, as part of regular recitation, and also as Qiral within 
Salaat, and also as prayer in the last pari (Qaadah) of Salaat 



Verse 2 

"O our Lord! A.nd forgive me, and mv parents, and afl the Muslhm on 

the day when the account will be established " (Ibrahim I d A I ) 



li PROOFS FROM THE HADHHTH 



(iKNIWAL I'KUMIS.SIONS (1IADEETH /' I - 4) 



The benefit cf the above verse is obvious. The prayer of Prophet Sycdna 
Ibrahim (peace be upon him), includes all believers - right from die 
beginning i.e. those before him. and till die end of this world i c. even 
those who are not yet bom. Al llarr.dd Ullahl And this prayer is often 
made in die last part (Qaadah) of our Salaat. 

Verse 3 

And those who believe and whose families fallow than in Faith, — to 
them We shall join their families ; nor shall We deprive them of the 
fruit of anything of their worA\: yet each individual h in pledge far his 
deeds. {Tool 52:21)." 






Ihidceth 1 

Abu Huraira (Allah be well pleased with him) reported Allah's 
Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him) as saying When a man 
dies, his acts come to an end, but three, recurring charity, or knowledge 
(by which people) benefit, or a pious soii A _wh.p„ prays for hjm . (fortljQ 
deceased) . (Muslim) 

Hadeelh 2 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be upon himlsaid. "What is 
credited to a believer of his action and good deed after his death is any 
useful knowledge he might have taught or spread, a Allah-fearing child 
he might have left behind, a copy of the Qur'an he might have left to an 



heir, a mosque he might have buili, a house lie might have dedicated for 
use by travelers, a stream or river he might have caused to run, a 
donation to charity (i.e. sadaqah) he might lave set aside when he was 
enjoying good health. A ll that catche s .up. yvith him after his death," (Ibn 
Majah) 



Hndeeth3 

Narrated Abdullah ihn Amr ibiial-'Aos (Allah be \vcll pleased with htm): 
AI-'As ibil Wa'il left ln_: will thai a hundred slaves should be emancipated 
on his behalf His son Hisltam emancipated filly slaves and his son Amr 
intended to emancipate the temaining lilly on bis behalf, but he said: I 
should ask fust the Apostle of Allah lie. therefore, came to the Holy 
Prophet and said: Apostle of Allah, my father left in his will that a 
hundred slaves should be emancipated on his behalf and Hisham has 
enuncipalcd fifly on his behalf and fifty remain. Shall 1 emancipate (hem 
on his behalf? The Apostle of Allah said Had li e been , a Muslim niid .yuu. 
In it iiv,:iiii'i}Mu'<l sl.ivtL- mi !::■ behalf 01 [Mven :-.nl.iu.i)i on bis behalf , pj 
| K-rfiirmed the p il grimage that would ha ve rca j^gdjiim. (Abu Dand) 



HailcttM 

Abu Huiaira (Allah be well pleased with him) reported Allah's 
Messenger (peace and blessings he upon hiin) as saying; H e Who 
alleviates the suffering .of •' brother out of the sutVeiing s of the world , 
Allah would alleviate his Miffciin^ from the sufferings of |hc Pay of 
R esurrect ion, and he who finds relief for one who is hard pressed, Allah 
would make things easy for him in the Hereafter, and he who conceals 
(the faults) of a Muslim, Allah would conceal his faults in the world and 
in the Hereafter. Allah is at the back of a .servant so long as the servant is 
at the back of his brother, and he who treads the path in search of know- 
ledge, Allah would make that path easy, leading to Paradise for him and 
Ijlpsc per sons who assemble in the hou stf_.a moiig _t.he ho u se s , pf Al l ah 

OiiflBaugLaodJMJJfcihjU^ 

Qui'tin (a rnpn g themselves) there would descend upon Ihcm the 

h.ihi.'iil'iv '■'■! n. ..uy '.yt.iiijd t-A ci tligm a nd >lu' miuej.s would aiTIOUUtl 
'I' -« - " '■ * All.ltl i \ '.'-.■■) :i in ' ill..', of tlifin m 1 1„- |)(CS«IICe Of tllOSC Ik," 
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Him. and he who is slow-paced in doing good deeds, his (high) lineage 
does not make him go ahead. (Muslim) 



FUNERALS (HADEETH tf 5 - 9) 

When a Muslim dies, it is a duty on the community of Muslims to offer a 
special prayer for him during which they pray Allah to forgive him and 
admit him into heaven. The funeral prayer is Fard Kifnyah for (he living 
Muslim brothers i c if just one person offers it, the entire community is 
absolved of this duty. But sec the importance attached to the more and 
more people joining the prayer. And the benefit teaching the deceased 
person is obvious. 



HnrJccth 5 

Syeda 'A'isha (Allah be well pleased with her) reported Allah's Apostle 
(peace and blessings be upon him) saying: If a . company of Muslims 
"M'hsriiuspjK^ 

fo r him. Ihcir i mc jsgssioJiJp r hi m w i ll be a ccepted. (Muslim) 

Hadccth 6 

'Abdullah b. 'Abbas (Allah be well pleased with htm) reported that his 
son died in Qudaid or 'Usfati. He said to Kutaib to see us to how miiny 
people had gathered there for his (funeral). He (Kuraih) said: So I went 
out and I informed him about the people who had gathered there. He (Ibn 
'Abbas) said: Do you think they arc foity? He (Kuraib) said: Yes. Ibn 
'Abbas then said to them: Bring him (the dead body) out for I have heard 
Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him) as saying: JfjuiJ! 

Mu.-.iiir. ilu-s .-ill ■'.mi, 111:11 win.! ,i.s:.i.u:i.(i|; iiotliiri: » jt >i All. ill slimd uyu 
Ins p.y.'i (lli;;y oi'Iiji ;r-;_iy.;r ;»■:■. km). Atluli ".ill li.v.ji: Hhiii. :i' 

mterccgsafiLfoLhuM. (Muslim) 



lladeeth 7 

Nanatcd Syedua Utlimau ibn Affan (Allah be well pleased with him). 

Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) became 



9 



five from burying the dead, ho used lo stay al him (i.e. his grave) and 
say: "Se ek forgiveness , f or your broihe[..a jidJ)Pg.Slcadfastag^lhrJliD3. 

In] li. \%i11 Iil- q.itr-tu.'iiJil in."\" (A'm l';uidt 



Ihulccthft 

li is narrated on die aulliofiiy of Aim Huratra dull it dark-complexioned 
woman (or a youth) used la sweep the masque The Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings bo upon him) missed hot (or luroj and inquired 
abuut hei (or him). The people told him that she (or he) had died. Ho 
asked why they did no! inform him, and it appears as if llicy had treated 
hei (or him) or her (or his) affairs as of link account. He (the Holy 
Prophet) said Lead me to her (or his) grave. They led him to that place 
and he said prayer over her (or him) and then remarked Verily, thc.se 
[yavos i-,K lull of darkness lot then dwcHcrs vvni. ii,. Mighlj .ind 
Gl orious ..A.|l ah illuminates them for their occupants by..rcasgn_of iny 
prayer over Ihem . (Muslim, Bukhan, Mishkaat) 



lladecth 9 

Reported S. Jabcr (Allah be well pleased with him): Wc came out with 

the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) to Saa'd but Muaz 

when he c\pncd When the Holy Prophet performed his funeral prayer, 

and he was buried in his grave and the earth was levelled upon luin, the 

Holy Prophet read "Tasbeeh" and we also recited "Tasbeeh" for a long 

lime Then he recited 'Takbccr", so we loo recited 'Takbccr*' ll was 

asked "O the Messenger of Allah! Why have you recited "Tasbeeh" and 

"Takbccr" ? lkJSl&.llIbJL&r3yg.hccair^^ 

!J!! .Allah, made il spacious because of Jl (the recitation V (Ahmed. 

Mishkaat) 

VISITING GRAVEYARDS. (HADEETH H 10 - II) 






be upon him) used to teach ihem when they wcnl out to the graveyard. 
One of the narrators used lo say this in the narration transmitted on the 
authority of Abu Bakr:" Peace be upon the inhabitants of the city (i. o, 
graveyard)." In the hadceth transmitted by Zuhair (the words arc):" Peace 
bo upon you, the inhabitants of the city, among the believers, and 
Muslims, and Allah willing wc shall join yon. I beg of Al lah peac e for us. 
a nd for you ." (Muslim) 



Hadceth 1 1 

Narrated Abu Huraira (Allah be well pleased with him): The Holy 
Prophet (peace and ble*nings be upon hmi>snid while standing near the 
graves of the martyrs of Uhud, "I boar witness that you are alive in the 
sight of Allah." Then turning towards those present he said. "j>o yjjjit 
them , . a j i . d grcei them - I s wear by the One in w hosc- power . |jeg my lire, 
the y will a nswer bac k , to w hoever gleets t hem until . th e Last Dav ." 
(Hakim, Baihaqi) 

Tlictc ate numerous Ahadceth about supplications to be nude when 
visiting the graveyard - the benefit of which to one's self and to the 
deceased, it quite evident. 

Also note that there arc several other Ahadeelh thai teach us lo pray, and 
the prayer includes all Muslim brothers & sisters (living, passed away or 
yei to be borne). 

PERFORMING IIAJJ (HADEETH il 12 - 13) 

Ahadceth in support of offering the pilgrimage on behalf of a deceased 
person or one who is unable to undertake the journey are numerous. Also 
note that performing Hnjj includes Umiah, Tawaf of the Ka'ba, and also 
Salaat (aflcr Tawaf) - all these are credited to the deceased. 



Hadceth 10 

S'l'.nifuii b. Buraida (Allah be well pleased with him) narrated on the 

aullioiity of his father that (he Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 



1 1 ..I. . ih 12 
A woman came to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
and said. *l have given chanty on behalf of my dead mother by giving 



10 



II 



away her female servant.' The Holy Prophet answered, 'You will have lis 
reward (and so will she) but return the female servant so that the 
inheritance |may be properly divided).' The woman then said, 'She used 
to owe fasts, cm I last on her behalf?' He answered. 'Yon may fast on her 
behalf,' The woman then said, 'She did not perform Haft can I perform 
on her behalf The Holy Prophet answered, 'Yes. You ma y peifor i a Jla jl 
>.:i Iki bJidl'" l I urn;*!) 



Hadeeth 13 

A woman from the tribe or Jultaina came to the Holy Prophet and said. 
"My mother had vowed to perfoim Hajj but she died before performing 
it. May 1 perform Haji on my mother's bchair?" The Holy Prophet 
replied, " Perform Han, on. her beh al f Had there been a debt on your 
mother, would you have paid it or not? So, pay Allah's debt as He lias 
more right to be paid." (Bukhari) 



GIVING OF CHARITY / SADAQAH (HADKKTII # 14 - 18) 



I 



Hadeeth 16 

Amis b. Malik (Allah be well pleased with him) is reported as saying: 
Abu Tallia was the one among the Ansar of Medina who possessed the 
largest properly and among his propcity he valued most was llis garden 
known as Raitaha' which was opposite the mosque, and the Messenger ol 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) often visited it and he drank of 
its sweet water. When this verse was revealed:" You will never attain 
righteousness till you give freely or what you Have" <iii. 91), Abu Talha 
got up and. going to Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings be upon 
him), said: Allah says in I lis Book:" Y'ou will never attain righteousness 
till you give fieely of what you love," and the dearest of my property is 
Bairalia' so I give it as Sadanah to Allah from Whom I hope for reward 
for it and the treasure with Allah; so spend it. Messenger of Allah, on 
whatever purpose yon deem it proper. The Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) said: Bravo! That is profit earning properly. I 
have heard what you have said, but I think you should spend it on your 
nearest relatives. So Abu Tallia distributed it among the nearest relatives 
and his cousins on his lather's side. (Muslim. Uukhari). I| is said, . that . A bu. 
Talha don ated it on beh alf oPtis mothe r . 



Hadeeth 14 

Abu Huraira (Allah be well pleased with him) reported that a poison said 

to Allah's Apostle (peace and blessings be upon him): My father died and 
left behind property without making any will regarding it. Woyldjjcjic 
relieved of t he burden of his si n jf. J ftty.c.sadaqah on his behalf? He (the 
Holy Prophe t) saidlYcs. (Muslim) 



Hadeeth 17 

Nanated Sa'd ibn Ubadah (Allah be well pleased with him): Sa'd asked: 
Apostle of Allah, L'nim Sa'd has died; what form of sadaqah is best? Ho 
replied: Water (is best). Hgduga \ w l|.ands aid; k js fpiJJn.im.Sajd- (Abu 
Daud, Mishkaat) 



Hadeeth IS 

Syeda A'islia {Allah be well pleased with her) reported that a man said to 

Allah's Apostle (peace and blessings be upon him): My mother died all 

of a sudden, and I think irshc (could have the opportunity) to speak she 

would have (made a will) regarding Sadaqah' Will I b e e ntitled to 

reward if I gi ve charity on her' behalf? He (the Holv prophet) said: "Yes", 

(Muslim) 



Hadeeth 18 

Narrated Ibn Abbas (Allah be well pleased with him): The mother of 
Sa'd bin 'Ubada died in his absence. He said, "O Allah's Apostle! My 
mother died in my absence; will it be of apy benefit for her if 1 irive 
Sadaq ah on her behalf" The Pr ophet said. "Yes ." Sad said, "I make you 
a witness tliat 1 gave my gaiden called Al Makhraf in charity on her 
behalf." (Bukhari) 
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SETTLING OP DEBTS. (HADEETH U |Q - 20) 

It is unanimously agreed by scholars that if a person dies Without settling 
an outstanding debt, leaving no money to settle it, anyone (whether 
related to him or not) could pay it on Ins behalf, and iho deceased would 
be absolved of the burden. The benefit from a living person to iho 
deceased is very appiireni If the case is such and the deceased person 
may benefit by a financial payment, why should he not benefit by a gill 
made of the reward for a good action? 



Ilndcctli 19 

Narrated Abu Huraira (Allah be well pleased with hint): The Holy 
Prophet said. I am more closer to the believers than then own selves, so 
whoever (OfthemJ dies while being in debt and leaves nothing for its 
repayment, d icn we ar c t o pav Ms debts on his behalf and whoever 
(among the believers) dies leaving some propcrtv, then that property is 
for his heirs." (Bukhari) 



I Indceth 20 

Narrated Salama bin Al-Akwa (Allah he well pleased with him) : Once, 
while we were sitting in the company or Holy Prophet, a dead man was 
brought, llw Holy Prophet was requested to lead the funeral prayer for 
the deceased. He said. "Is he in debt?" The people replied in the negative. 
He said, "Has he lelt any wealth'" They said, "No." So, he led his funeral 
prayer. Another dead man was brought and the people said, "O Allah's 
Apostle! Lead his funeral prayer." The Holy Prophet said, "Is he in 
debt?" They said. "Yes." He said, "Has he left any wealth'" They said. 
Three Dinars." So, lie led the prayer Then a third dead man was brought 
and the people said (to the Holy Prophet), Please lead his funeral prayer." 
He said, 'Has he left any Wealth?" They said, "No." He asked, "Is he in 
debt?" They said, ("Yes 1 He lias to pay) three Diners', He (refused to 
pray and) said, "Then pray for your (dead) companion." AbH_Qa!adah 
gaiuUILAI Iah's Apostlel Lead his fune r al pravcr. and I will pav hi? 
dghllSo, he led Ilic_pt3ycr. (Bukhari) 



FASTING (HADEETH U 21 - 24) 



lliulceth 21 

Ibn Abbas (Allah be well pleased with him) reports ilia a woman 
traveled in a boat and pledged thai should Allah save her life, she would 
fast for a month. She was saved hut she did not fast before she died. Her 
daughter or her sister asked the Holy Prophet about that and hff .o r dered 
he) |o fast o" behalf nl" lli c deceased woman . (Ahu-Daud, Nasai, Ahmad 
and odiers). 



Hnd»th 22 

"A woman came to the Holy Prophet (May Allah bless him and give him 
peace) and said, 'I have given eliarily on behalf of my dead mother by 
giving away her female servant ' The Holy Prophet answered, 'You will 
have its rcwaid [and so will she| but return the female servant so that the 
inheritance |may be properly divided).' The woman then said, 'She usod 
to owe fasls, con I fast on her bcludft' jjcjini&vejad. 'You may fas t on het 
bejiaj]'' The woman then said, 'She did not perform Hajj. can I perform 
on her behalf' 1 The I loly Prophet answered, 'Yes. You may perform Hajj 
on her behalf." (Tirmizi) 



I ladcclti 23 

Narrated Aisha (Allah be well pleased with her): Allah's Apostle said, 
'Whoever died and he ought to have fasted (the missed days of 
Ramadan) then his uiiardians must fast up his behalf ." (Bukhari) 



HadecthM 

Narrated Ibn 'Abbas (Allah be well pleased with him): A man came to 
the. Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) and said. "0 Allah's 
Apostlcl My mother died and she ought to have fasted one month (for 
her missed Ramadan), Shall I fast on her behalf?" The HoJy. Piophcl 
replied in (he afVumutivc and said, Allah's debts have more right to be 
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paid " In another narration a woman is reported lo have said. "My sister 
died "(Bukhari) 



READING 0FQ1IR'ANANDZ1KR(HADEET1I ft 25 -30) 



Market li 25 

Narrated Abdullah Bin Uinar (Allah be Well pleased wiih him) that our 
beloved Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) has said, "that 
if anyone dies amongst you then do not keep it, send il towards the Kabr. 
and aflAr_b.BiyjnR.il. Stand before its hea d si de iu i.d_r.ccj;c the first Ruku 
of "Surah Bakarah". i.e. Irora Alif LMUtl Meem Zaalikal Kiraab lo I liimul 
Muflihoon: and recite by it's feet side the last Ruku of "Surah Bakarah", 
i.e. Prom Aamanar rasoolu till Ihe end of the Surah, Fansurna alal qumil 
kaalireeu. (Mishkaaf). 



HiHleelhZfi 

'Flic Holy Prophet said: "Recite Ya Seen IQur'an 36] q VK , vonr dead." 
(Abu Daiiil, NiiBai, Ibn-Majah) 



Hitdeeth 27 

Ala' ibn Abi Rabah (Allah ho well pleased with him) said: I heard Ibn 
'Umar (Allah be well pleased with him) say: I heard the Holy Prophet 
say "When one of you dies do nol tany, but make haste and take him to 
his grave, and kt_sorncoat; read at hit head the , cyan, rig of Surah 
g . MJ . Cab -. a ild j|[Ms . fc i. l .U£.c|oiaire when he lies in Ihe grove." (Tabarani) 



lladeeili 28 

The Holy Hrophct (peace and blessings be upon him) said, "What is 
credited lo a believer of his action and good deed aficr his death is any 
useful knowledge he might have taught or spread, a Allah-fearing child 
he might have left behind, a p.pf_y_pf ih S Quran he mi if lit have left to an 
bcir, a mosque he might have built, a house he might have dedicated for 
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use by travelers, a stream or nver he might have caused to nm. a 
donation to charity (i c. sadaqah) he might have set aside when lie was 
enjoying good health All that c atche s u p. with him after his death. " (Ibn 
Majah). 



Ihe underlined words "a cop y o f Ihe Quran he iniifh! have Ic 

h eir" are an ample proof llul when the heir will read from it, the reward 

will be passed on lo the dcccased.il ! 



Hariceth V) 

Jabcr reported; We came out with Ihe Holy Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) to Saa'd bin Muaz when he expired. When Ihe Holy 
Prophet performed his funeral prayer, and he was buried in his grave teid 
the earth was levelled upon him, the Holy Prophet lead "Tasbech" and 
we also recited "Tasbech" for a long time. Then he recited "Takbecr". so 
we loo recited "Takbccr" It was asked "0 the Messenger nf Allah! Why 
have you recited "Tasbech" and 'Takbccr"? _jc_w(d, "The grav e b eca me 
too narrow for this pious man till Allah made il spacious because p f jl 
(Ihe recttalton) " (Ahmed. Mishkaat) 



lladcclh 30 

Narrated on the authority of Ibn Sliamasa Maliri : He said- Wc went lo 
Ami b. al-As and he was about lo die He said Wlicn I die, let neither 
female mourner nor fire accompany me. When.y o . ti b ury mc. till my 
grave _\ y e jl with earth, then stand arou nd it for Ihe time willijn yvhjqh. a 
camel js sla u ghtered and its meat js distributed so that I . rn a y e njoy yo ur 
intimacy and (in you t company) ascertain what answer I can give t o th e 
messenge r s (angels) of Allah . (Muslim - pan of a longer Hadeetll.) 

It is desirable that alter burial the people sil at graveside for the duration 
of slaughtering a camel and distributing its meat, and that during that 
lime die sitters busy themselves with reciting Qur'an, supplicating for die 
deceased, exhortation, and the stories of the Holy Prophets etc. Imam 
Shafie said dial it is belter to recite the Holy Qur'an and all those present 
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should also recite - and ii is better if the entire Quran is rcciicd. Also 
documented by Imam Nawawi in Riyadh-us-Salchccn. 

II is Iht: opinion of must scholars chat when visiting Otfl graveyard, a 
person should recite the following Surahs because of their individual 
excellence, and then convey the reward of recitation Small Falcha (one 
of (lie best prayers). Surah Yaseen (the heart of the Holy Qur'an). Surali 
Ikhlas (equal to one third of Holy Qur'an in reward) and Surah Mulk 
(intercedes for the reader till the reader is forgiven). 



PLANTING OF TREES (HADEETII* 31) 

Ihik-cd. Jl 

Ibn Abbas (Allah be well pleased with him) reported The Messenger of 

Mlah (peace and blessings be upon him) happened to pass by two graves 

and said; They (their occupants) ore being tormented, but they arc not 

tormented (bra grievous sin One of them carried talcs and the other did 

mi keep himself safe from being defiled by mine He then called for a 

fresh twig and split it into twu parts, and planted them on each grave and 

then said: Perhaps, . their .puni sjimc nt Wfly be mitig ated, a s l o ng asjjiggc 

tS) ta a remain fresh (Muslim) 

t 

Imam N'nwawi said in commenting on the above in his Sharh Saluh 
Mu*hm (al-Mays ed. 3/4:206): "Tlie scholars have declared desirable -- 
mustaliahb -- the recitation of the Qur'an over the grave due to the above 
Hadcctli. because if relief from punishment is hoped for through the 
glorification of date-palm stalks, then the rccilation ofthe Qur'an is more 
deserving vet, and Allah knows best." TJiis Hadcc.l.h. also. conslttutgs_g 
Icaa l basis for the plantin g of trees at the s i te of grav.eg. 

Among the Companions Ha?.rai Abu Bar/a al-Asla»ii (Allah be well 
pleased with him) and Ihmpi Burayda (Allah be well pleased with him) 
asked to be buried together with two fresh stalks. Imam Suyuti 
mentioned this in "Shaih al-sudur" 



PERFORMING SACRIFICE (HADEETH rt 32 - 33) 



llndcoth32 

Reported S, 'A'tsha (Allah be well pleased with her) : Allah's Messenger 
(peace and blessings be upon him) commanded that a mm with black 
legs, black belly and black (circles) round the eyes .should be brought to 
him, so that he should sacrifice it, He said to 'A'isha: Give me die large 
knife, and then said: Sharpen it on a stone. She did that He then took it 
(the knife) and then the ram; he placed it on the ground and then 
sacrificed it, saying Bismillah. Allah-humma Taqabbal mill 
Miihammadin wa Al-i-Muliammadin. wa mm Ummali Muhammadin (In 

Uiii.iiningjLAIIali" Q A Mah. accept on behalf of Mulwunnwd nnd ths 

famil y of Muhamm ad aitd.tlie UllUlU.of Mtlltfliainad'.'). (Muslim) 

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) slaughtered UKl 
sheep during his farewell I lajj and made intention for himself and all 
those (alive, deceased and lo come) who bring faith on his Holy 
Prophcthood. (Nasbur Raa\a, Allama Zoiloc) 

'fhe evidence here is that the Holy Prephet sacrificed animals and 
donated its reward to his entire Ummah - which includes both the living 
and the dud - i.e all those who existed in his time and to all those who 
were to come after him, until the last day. 



Iladccth 33 

HhzkU Hanash (Allah be well pleased with him) said I saw All (Allah be 
well pleased with lain) sacrificing two rams, so I asked him: What is 
this? He replied, The . A n o s. (lc of AHah jrnjoiticd.iipon me to sacrifice on 
his. behal f, so that is what 1 am doing. (Abu Oaud) 

Whilst most Muslims do offer sacrifice for themselves, their relatm 
(alive and deceased) etc., they should also remember the above I laded)) 
and offer a saenfice on behalf of the Holy Prophet (peace and h i In 
be upon him). May Allah grant us Tawfecq - Anmecn. 
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GATHERING FOR QUR'AN RECITATION «& ZIKR (HADEETH 

#34-36) 

Reciting the Holy Qur'an carries great reward, is one of the besi 
Summits, and die number of Ahadccth describing its merits arc 
numerous The intention here is to list only (he merits of gajhcringjp. 
rec ite lhc .Qurlnn.and su p plicate - not to list die merits of rending the 
Holy Qur'an itself 



Hndcclh34 

Abu Huraira (Allah be well pleased with him) icpurted Allah's 

Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him) as saying He \y h,Q 

ftU.e.^alcsjM suffering o f a brothe r .oiu.rfl hc s uffering s of the world. 
Mi ili would alle viate his mlnnm. (fom the laJftriBps ol [he Day ill 
Res urrect ion, and he who finds relief for one who is hard pressed. Allah 
would make things easy for him in the Hereafter, and he who conceals 
(the faults) of a Muslim, Allah would conceal his faults in the world and 
in the Hereafter Allah is at the back of a servant so long as the scrvairi is 
HI the back of his brother, and he who treads the path in search of know- 
ledge. Allah would make that path easy, leading to Paradise for him and 
those p cisons _ w ho_ass cmh| c m |h.c house .among, die h ouses of Allah 
(mos q ues) and rcenc the Bo ok of Allah and thoy Ica m and leac h the 
Qur'an there \vonld_dcsccn. tl . u pQn. dicm the tranquility and mercy would 
cQygLJJwm. and the angels wou ld su rround them and Allah mak es a. 
»'en'io.n.9fjl'.cm in UtfcpiW tfliCtf .ufth.osc.ngaj. Kiio, and he who is slow- 
paced in doing good deeds, his (high) lineage does not matte him go 
ahead. (Muslim) 

It is mentioned in Tafsecr Kooh-ul-Bayan lliai when the recitation of the 
Qur'an is completed, 4000 angels say Aainecn on the supplication after 
it. and they pray for the forgiveness of the rcadcr(s). 

Imam Nawawi mentions in "Al Azkaar" that the famous Sahabi Sycdna 
Anas (Allah be well pleased with him) used to call people to his house to 
attend the supplication after the completion of Holy Qur'an's recitation. 
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Hndceth 35 

Abu Huraira (Allah bo well pleased with him) reported Allah's Apostle 
(peace and blessings be upon him) as saying that Allah has mobile 
squads of angels, who have no other work (to attend to) but to follow the 
assemblies of Ziki and when they find such assemblies in which there is 
Zikr (of Allah) they sit in them and some of diem sunound the others 
with their wtngs tili die space between them and the sky of the world is 
fully covered, and when diey disperse (after the assembly of Zikr is 
adjourned) they go upward to the heaven and Allah, the Exalted and 
Glorious, asks them although He is best Informed about them Where 
have you come from? They say: Wc come from Your servants upon the 
earth who had been glorifying You (reciting Subhan Allah), uttering 
Your Greatness (saying Allah o-Akbor) and uttering Your Oneness (La 
ilaha ill Allah) and praising You (uttering al-Haindu Lillah) and begging 
of You. He would say What do they bog of Me? They would say: They 
beg of You the Your Paradise He (Allah) would say: Have they seen My 
Paradise? They said: No. our Lord He would say: (What it would be 
then) if thoy were to see My Paradise? They (the angels) said: They seek 
Your protection. He (Allah) would say: Against what do they seek My 
protection? They (the angels) would say: Our Lord, from the Hell-Fire 
He (Allah) would say: Have they seen My Tire? They would say: No. He 
(Allah) would say: Wliat it would be if they were to sec My Fire? They 
would say: They bog of You forgiveness. He would say: 1 grant pardon 
to them, and confer upon them what they ask for and grant them 
protection against which they seek protection. They (the angels) would 
again say Our Lord, there is one amongst them such and such simple 
servant who happened to pass by (that assembly) and sat there along with 
diem (who had been participating in that assembly). He (Allah) would 
say: I also grant him pardon, for they are a people the scat-fellows of 
whom arc in no way unfortunate -(Muslim, Bukhari, Tirmfci, and Nasa'i) 



IladeelliM 

Reported Abu Huraira (Allah be well pleased with him), that the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said, "When you pray for a 
dead man. make your prayer sincere for him" (Abu Daud, Ibn Majah) 
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So what is the Islamic vieiv of "Qur'an Klumanee"? Put the Holy 
Prophet or the Sahaha do it in the manner of having say SO people 
each reciting one pun of the Qur'an? And what if h held an particular 
days such as (.?", ltf\ ■)</*, Annually etc)? 

From the above we have proved lliat gathering lo read the Holy Qur'an I 
a very meritorious act) is of course permuted, and lo convey the reward 
(several types of meritorious acts) is commendable When (he Hadccth 
soys it is commendable, we need not pursue as to whether there is any 
"historical" evidence as to when and where it was actually done. 

Observe the Hadccth mentioned under number 2 and 2X - it specifically 
mentions the deceased leaving behind a copy of the Holy Qur'an It is 
very clear dial when lite heir will read from it, the reward will be passed 
onto the deceased.'! I 

Wc have also cited the practice of the Sahaba who used to gather at Ihc 
house of Syedna Anas, and thai should suffice as proof. 

As regards having 30 or so persons reading the Holy Qut'an separately, 
it would not have been possible at the lime of the Holy Prophet or the 
Sahaba immediately after him since the Holy Qur'an was not compiled, 
nor was it printed. The first compilation was hand written, and (hen onlv 
a few manuscripts were copied for preservation. The number of 
companions who had memorized the entire Qur'an were just a few. Also 
most of the early companions knew the Qur'an only in small parts, and 
that too not in the order we have it printed today. It would have thus been 
very difficult for them to coordinate reciting the entire Holy Qur'an in 
one silling. The practice followed now is a mailer of convenience and in 
no way can be termed against Sunnah. 

It is also a very convenient way for the poor Muslims (who catuiol afford 
charily, Haij or sacrifice etc) to convey reward 10 their near ones, by 
reciting alone, or hy arranging such recitation m mosques, homes etc. 

We do nol find any proof within Islamic Sources that forbid the holding 
Ol the Qur'an Khwancc on die V A 10" or 40* day. Nor is it compulsory 
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to do it on these very day*. After all. this is a Mustahab Act, not a 
compulsory act (which usually has a time limit). From the prayers for the 
dead mentioned in the Qur'an and Hadccth, there is no time limit. The 
Holy Prophets, and the Sahaba prayed for all Muslims, no matter when 
they bad died The Holy Qur'an also commands us likewise for our 
parents However, these arc scheduled for the following lensons;- 

1. It is easier lo remember. If not planned or programmed, it will 
never be held. Look, Ihc Holy Qur'an commands us to offer 
prayer, but docs not command us to put up notices within our 
mosques declaring the congregation timings, or lo announce the 
Azaan on loud speakers - but we do that although Muslims are 
aware of the 5 daily prayers 

2. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)used to 
regularly visit ihc graves of the martyrs of Ulmd regularly once 
every week He also exhorted others to visit Ulmd. and greet Ihc 
maityis. (Sec Hadccth above) It is also mentioned that he 
offered charily on their behalf The actions of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him)(ic. visiting every week) arc a 
very good example for us. 

3. The V : day probably signifies the end of the permitted mourning 
period (except for widows). It is also the last day for people to 
pay condolences. So the last thing lo do before the mourning 
ends would be. of course, to pray for the departed soul. 

4 The 10* day means that a week has passed by after the mourning 
period It is therefore chosen as a grim reminder. 

5. The number 40 occurs in the Qui'an and Hadccth in many places. 
II is an important number to indicate change from one slate lo 
another. According to some Hadccth, the fetus in the womb of a 
mother changes from one stale lo another every forty days. Holy 
Prophet Musa (peace be upon him) was asked by Allah to speed 
forty nights at Mount Sinai (al-Baqarali 2:51). Bam Istail weft 
kepi wandering in Ihe wilderness of Sinai for forly year* (al* 
Ma'idah 5:26). Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blcumgi 
be upon him) was bestowed with revelation from the Hoi) 
Qur'an at the age of forty, ir 40 Muslims attend a funei.tl and 
pray for ihe deceased's salvation, their intercession will be 
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accepted by Allali And there ntc many other important events in 
history associated with the number 40, The 40 U| day also means 
that a month has passed by since the last grim reminder. 
6 Ihe annual day speaks tor itself. Another year has passed - even 
for the person who is alive. 

Please note a person may be &iddcjiciUwjhfJos_s_o^ 

Ins cn tireJifc- there is nothing forbidden in it - but he may not "mourn" 

the loss oiler 3 days (except in case ofwidows). 



We must also remember tlial:- 

1 - These are occasions of solemnity, and not ostentation Of show 

2. The purpose should be seeking Allah's pleasure, of conveying 
reward to the departed soul, and praying fur their sulvation 

3. These occasions should serve as reminders of our own deaths 
and the after-life. 

1. Giving cliarity to the needy & deserving, along widi such 
recitations, on behalfof the deceased is commendable. 

5. The conveyance of reward not only benefits the deceased but 
also has immense reward for the doers or the good, and they 
remind them of the hereafter The person performing tlic good 
deed gets the reward multiplied by the number of people to 
whom the reward was conveyed! 



May Allah keep us on the Straight Path - Aamccn. Peace and abundant 
blessings be upon the Holy Prophet, his family, his companions and his 
entile Ummah. Aamccn. 



M. Aqib Farid Qadrl 
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